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St John’s  
Case Study

St John’s Regional College is a Catholic Co-educational Secondary School in 
the south eastern suburb of Dandenong.

As a vibrant multicultural learning community, St John’s provides students 
with a range of subject offerings and pathways including Vocational 
Education and Training (VET), the Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning 
(VCAL) and the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE). In providing for all 
pathways they ensure that their students develop the skills that will be 
essential for their success in a rapidly changing world.

 “It was excellent to have 
that support throughout 

what was a very quick 
turnaround. At each 
stage, Honeylight’s 

engineers were able to 
tell us what we needed, 

and why we needed it. 
And it allowed us to get 

through the process 
of implementing the 

solution much quicker.”

Brian Griffith,  

ICT Manager, St John’s

St John’s Regional College’s  
changing data needs

Like many schools, St John’s Regional College was dealing with growing 
complexity in their technology environment, and the additional challenge of 
rapid data growth. 

St John’s ICT Manager Brian Griffith had noticed the difficulties caused by 
new types of unstructured data moving throughout the school’s environment, 
particularly with duplicated image and video files. In some cases, he was having 
to email staff and students to educate them on file storage practices, but this 
level of management was becoming unsustainable across the entire school.

At the same time, St John’s existing servers and storage area network (SAN) 
were approaching the end of their four-year lease, and renewal would mean 
purchasing additional storage as well as expensive maintenance costs for the 
old equipment. 

Brian was exploring their options to either renew or use the opportunity to 
adopt a hyperconverged infrastructure (HCI) solution to help them solve their 
data storage issues, while updating their backup and disaster recovery solution 
to lower their risk profile.



“Honeylight were excellent because not only are they 
experienced engineers; they have extensive education 

experience. So they understand the environment and 
limitations - and were able to deliver the project on 

budget and on time.” 

Brian Griffith, ICT Manager, St John’s

Given St John’s ICT team is relatively 
small, they simply didn’t have the 
time and resources to manage the 
entire implementation of HCI on 
their own, so they were looking 
for an experienced partner to help 
them with the project.

The solution

St John’s decided to implement 
HPE SimpliVity – A single 
integrated HCI Solution that 
combines IT infrastructure, 
advanced data services, and  
AI-driven operations at a  
much lower price than 
comparable solutions. 

HPE worked with St Johns 
Regional College to develop a 
solution design based on the 
school’s current and future 
infrastructure and storage 
needs. The opportunity was also 
taken to enable more effective 
disaster recovery with a remote 
node hosted in a building some 
distance from their main data 
centre. With the deduplication 
provided by SimpliVity, it was 
determined that very little if any 
extra storage was required.

St John’s then engaged 
Honeylight to work with HPE’s 
deployment services on the 
delivery of the systems, as well 
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as providing ongoing support to 
the St John’s ICT team. Honeylight 
had assisted St John’s on several 
occasions with networking 
and service projects, and they 
were confident in Honeylight’s 
expertise across the  
SimpliVity solution.

St John’s had the additional 
objectives of minimising the 
downtime of the project while 
also ensuring their team’s 
workload wasn’t adversely 
impacted.

The project was managed by 
Brian and the St John’s ICT 
team from design to delivery. 
Honeylight were then onsite 
to take over the configuration 
monitoring, final deployment, 
and testing with support from 
the College Systems Admin. 

The results

Brian and his team were 
immediately pleased they no 
longer had to deal with the 
problem of continually managing 
storage space. The SimpliVity 
infrastructure is now used 
daily by all staff and students, 
but the school’s data growth is 
predictable and manageable due 
to the deduplication the  
solution provides.

Most importantly the solution 
enables St John’s ICT team to 
focus on the service and support 
the school needs - rather than 
having to worry about server and 
SAN break fix, or migration of 
data from one silo to another. 
St John’s can also manage their 
monthly costs through HP 
Finance  - freeing up capital to be 
used for other projects.

St John’s backup and disaster 
recovery solution are now almost 
instant since implementing 
SimpliVity. This gives them 
peace of mind that students and 
staff will experience minimal 
downtime in the event of any 
disruption, with recovery times 
near zero.

The St John’s ICT team were also 
pleased to have new capabilities 
for running an isolated test 
environment. They can now 
spin up a live environment 
in an isolated test, do some 
upgrades, and check the results. 
An operation like this that would 
previously have taken several  
days can now be achieved in 
several minutes.
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At Honeylight, we understand the unique challenges that schools and 
education providers face in modernising their IT landscape. By bringing HPE 
SimpliVity to your school, powered by Intel® Xeon® Gold processors, we 
can help you implement this market leading hyperconverged infrastructure 
platform - enabling you to reduce the time, complexity, and costs of 
managing your infrastructure environment. 

To help you create flexibility with your long-term IT capacity planning, we 
can also help you take advantage of the HPE GreenLake pay-per-use model 
to deploy HPE SimpliVity on your terms. Simply start with the capacity 
you need today and grow with new demand by leveraging active capacity 
management and variable monthly payments based on metered usage.

Contact us today to  begin your journey to hyperconverged 
infrastructure with HPE SimpliVity.

 “It is an ideal solution 
because it minimises the 

workload and it’s reliable. 
It means less tasks to 

worry about, which for  
a team like ours,  

is valuable.”

Brian Griffith,  

ICT Manager, St John’s


